
A Day of National Thanksgiving 
November 26/27, 2025 

7:00 PM, 9:00 AM 

 
As We Gather 

As we gather in the name of our Lord today, it is with joyful hearts. We are a blessed people, 
blessed beyond measure by the grace of God!  Our national day for Thanksgiving is a unique 
holiday in the world. America is a nation that has a rich heritage of thankfulness to our God 
who has blessed us and has in turn enabled us to be a blessing in the world. By order of the 
President of the United States and in joyful recognition of our divine blessings, we celebrate 
Thanksgiving Day! 
 

Prayer Upon Entering Church 

Lord of seedtime and of harvest, thank you for the blessings you grant to the earth in each 
season. We rejoice in the wonderful richness of the land and in the astounding variety of 
good it produces to delight and satisfy us. We also give thanks for the salvation we have 
received in Christ Jesus, our Lord. Help us to recognize that everything and everyone is 
dependent on You, the Source of Life and Salvation. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

Welcome To Our Guests  

Thank you for joining us in worshiping the Savior at Zion this day. We pray that your time 
here serves to build your faith and equip you for the week ahead. Please come again.  

If you desire to find out more about becoming part of the Zion family, please contact Vickie 
Adams, vadams@zionharvester.org, in the church office. Our family loves to grow and we’d 
love to have you join us!  
 

Nursery and Cry Room 

During all Worship Services, a Cry Room is available for you to calm your child or change a 
diaper.  
 

Worship Decorum  

Please silence your cell phones during Worship Services. 
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PRAYER and PRAISE 
Order of Service, LSB p. 235 

 

Prelude 

Partita on “Now Thank We All Our God” – arr. Kenneth T. Kosche 
 

Welcome 
 
Stand 

 

Opening Hymn: 892 - Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 
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Opening Versicles                                                 Psalm 51:15; Psalm 70:1 

L O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Praise to You, O Christ. Alleluia. 

 

Antiphon  

 

 
 

Venite: O Come, Let Us Sing                              Psalm 95:1–7 
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Antiphon  

 

 
 
Sit 
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Thanksgiving for the Work of God the Father  

P What is the First Article of the Apostles' Creed? 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

P What does this mean? 

C I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and 
soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care 
of them. He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife 
and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that 
I need to support this body and life. He defends me against all danger and guards and 
protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and 
mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and 
praise, serve and obey Him. This is most certainly true. 

 

Hymn: 789 - Praise and Thanksgiving 

 

 

 
 

Text: Albert F. Bayly, © 1987 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: OneLicense.net #A-705005. 
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Thanksgiving for the Work of God the Son  

P What is the Second Article of the Apostles' Creed? 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

P What does this mean? 

C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from all eternity, and also 
true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and 
condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the 
power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with 
His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His 
kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just 
as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true. 

 

Hymn: 893 - Sing to the Lord of Harvest 
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Thanksgiving for the Work of God the Holy Spirit 

P What is the Third Article of the Apostles' Creed? 

C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

P What does this mean? 

C I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, 
or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with 
His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, 
enlightens and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus 
Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my 
sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and 
give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. This is most certainly true. 

  

Hymn: 894 - For the Fruits of His Creation 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Fred Pratt Green, © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense.net #A-705005. 
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Old Testament                                                                     Deuteronomy 26:1–11 

Offerings of Firstfruits and Tithes 

 1“When you come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance 
and have taken possession of it and live in it, 2you shall take some of the first of all the fruit 
of the ground, which you harvest from your land that the LORD your God is giving you, and 
you shall put it in a basket, and you shall go to the place that the LORD your God will choose, 
to make his name to dwell there. 3And you shall go to the priest who is in office at that time 
and say to him, ‘I declare today to the LORD your God that I have come into the land that the 
LORD swore to our fathers to give us.’ 4Then the priest shall take the basket from your hand 
and set it down before the altar of the LORD your God. 

 5“And you shall make response before the LORD your God, ‘A wandering Aramean was 
my father. And he went down into Egypt and sojourned there, few in number, and there he 
became a nation, great, mighty, and populous. 6And the Egyptians treated us harshly and 
humiliated us and laid on us hard labor. 7Then we cried to the LORD, the God of our fathers, 
and the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. 8And the 
LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great deeds 
of terror, with signs and wonders. 9And he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a 
land flowing with milk and honey. 10And behold, now I bring the first of the fruit of the 
ground, which you, O LORD, have given me.’ And you shall set it down before the LORD your 
God and worship before the LORD your God. 11And you shall rejoice in all the good that the 
LORD your God has given to you and to your house, you, and the Levite, and the sojourner 
who is among you.” 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm of the Day: Give Thanks to God                                              Psalm 65:9-13 

        Refrain 

 
 

  

A Refrain 

C Refrain 

A You care for the land and water it; You enrich it abundantly. The streams of God are 
filled with water to provide the people with grain, for so You have ordained it. 

C Refrain 

A You drench its furrows and level its ridges;  
 You soften it with showers and bless its crops. 

C Refrain 

A You crown the year with your bounty, and your carts overflow with abundance.  
 The grasslands of the desert overflow; the hills are clothed with gladness. 

C Refrain 

A The meadows are covered with flocks and the valleys are mantled with grain;  
 they shout for joy and sing; they shout for joy and sing. 

C Refrain 
 
Refrain and Psalm tone: Mark Thoelke, 1997 
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Epistle                                                                               2 Corinthians 9:6–15 

The Cheerful Giver 

 6The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all 
grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound 
in every good work. 9As it is written, 

“He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; 
 his righteousness endures forever.” 

10He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed 
for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11You will be enriched in every 
way for all your generosity, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. 12For the 
ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints, but is also overflowing in 
many thanksgivings to God. 13By their approval of this service, they will glorify God because 
of your submission flowing from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity 
of your contribution for them and for all others, 14while they long for you and pray for you, 
because of the surpassing grace of God upon you. 15Thanks be to God for his inexpressible 
gift! 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Anthem: O Sing to the Lord a New Song 

Oh, sing to the Lord a new song. Sing to God praises all the earth.   
Oh, sing to the Lord and bless his name.   
Bear witness of God’s grace, glad tidings of great love. Proclaim our salvation from day to day.   
Come tell of God’s glorious mercies. Show all the peoples his wonderful works. 
For great is our God; He deserves our praise.   
He is feared from on high; other gods are but dust.   
For the Lord made the heav’ns; strength and beauty lie in his sway.   
Let the skies be glad, the earth rejoice in the Lord, the sea sing out God’s name.  
Let the fields rise up in joy. Let the forests clap their hands.   
The whole earth give thanks to the God we love.   
Worship the King. Come in love unto the throne.   
Lift your heads, lift your hearts, lift your lives as an act of praise.  
  

Text: Phil Speary, © 1998 John Leavitt. Used with permission. 
Music: John Leavitt, © 1998 John Leavitt, published by Concordia Publishing House. 
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Stand 

 

Holy Gospel                                                                                     Luke 12:13–21 

The Parable of the Rich Fool 

 13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus], “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.” 14But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over 
you?” 15And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for 
one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 16And he told them a 
parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17and he thought to himself, 
‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18And he said, ‘I will do this: I will 
tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 
19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, 
drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the 
things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21So is the one who lays up treasure for 
himself and is not rich toward God.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Common Responsory Psalm 119:89; 26:8; Luke 11:28 

L Forever, O lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 

L Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 

L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 
 

Sit 
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Hymn of the Day: 895 - Now Thank We All Our God 

7:00, Adult Choir (stanza 2) 

 

 

 

 
 

Sermon 
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Stand 
 

Te Deum  
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Sit 

 
Offering 

Now Thank We All Our God – arr. Kevin Hildebrand 
 
Members and guests, please use this time to fill out an Attendance Card, located in the pew racks.  
At the end of the offering, the ushers will collect all Attendance Cards. 
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Stand 

 

Kyrie                                                                                                  Mark 10:47 

 
 

Lord's Prayer                                                                          Matthew 6:9-13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day 

P Almighty God, You crown the fields with Your blessing and permit us to gather in the 
fruits of the earth. As stewards of Your creation, may we receive Your gifts in humble 
thankfulness and share Your bounty with those in need; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

After each petition the following bid is spoken. 
  

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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Benedicamus [Psalm 103:1] 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 2 Corinthians 13:14 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn: 785 - We Praise You, O God 

 

 

 

 
 

Postlude 

Fugue on “Now Thank We All Our God” – arr. John A. Behnke 
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