Zion Lutheran Church - Harvester, MO
Christmas Eve
December 24, 2025
1:00/3:00/5:00/11:00 PM

Welcome to Our Guests

Thank you for joining us in worshiping the Savior at Zion this day. We pray that your time
here serves to build your faith and equip you for the week ahead. Please come again.

If you desire to find out more about becoming part of the Zion family, please contact Vickie
Adams, vadams@zionharvester.org, in the church office. Our family loves to grow and we’d
love to have you join us!

Welcome Center

The Welcome Center is a place for the Zion family and its guests to gather for fellowship with
each other and where information about Zion is readily accessible. Every weekend
opportunities to connect are highlighted and publications and ministry brochures are made
available. Please visit the Welcome Center before or after worship to greet one another and
to stay connected to God's mission through Zion.

Children's Messages

Since children become members of the Christian Church through baptism, we desire to
nurture their faith by engaging them in God’s story of faith and in our corporate worship of
Jesus. Resources to "build a worship bag" can be found just outside the Sanctuary doors.
Please find items that will help engage your child in worship and return these after the
service.

Children’s Messages are designed for children between the ages of two through elementary
school; however, all children are welcome. A team of members and staff who are gifted for
this ministry invite you to accompany and assist your young child and join the children in the
chancel.

Nursery and Cry Room
During all Worship Services, a Cry Room is available in the back of church for you to calm
your child or change a diaper.

Worship Decorum

Please silence your cell phones during Worship Services.



Divine Service

For the Nativity of Our Lord

As We Gather

There are very few times of the year that are more joyful than Christmas Eve. The familiar
carols, the sparkling lights of the tree, the family gatherings, and the precious story all
combine to fill us with special joy and peace. On this night we hear again the angel's words

and listen to the surprising yet wonderful news that God has given us His own Son to be our
Savior.

Prayer Upon Entering Church

Dear heavenly Father, You have made yourself known to us and our world in your Son, Jesus
Christ, the Savior of the world. We pray that his birth as a human child will fill our hearts with
true joy, and fill our lives with your grace and salvation. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Prelude

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing — arr. Benjamin M. Culli



Procession

Ringing of the Bell

Stand and face the processional cross.

Processional Hymn: 379 - O Come, All Ye Faithful
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O come, let us a - dore Him, Christ the Lord!

Text and tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711-1786
Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802—-80, alt.



Preparation

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]
(P) Inthe name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation Isaiah 9:6
(P} In the still of the night, when all was dark and silent,
the Light of the world was born in Bethlehem.
(P) For to us a Child is born!
To us a Son is given!
(P} And the government shall be upon His shoulder, and His name shall be called:
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace!

Confession of Sins

P
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It was into a world made dark by sin that God gave His gift of light and life. We recall
that our Lord Jesus came among us as one of us because we could not find light and life
on our own. Let us humble ourselves before the Child of Bethlehem, confess before Him
the darkness of sin in our hearts and lives, and ask for God's forgiveness.

Silence for personal reflection and confession.

Merciful Father,

we confess that we have rebelled against You and that we live in the darkness of sin.
Some of our sin we know about, and some is hidden even to us. We have not loved
You with all our heart, nor have we honored You with our lives. We have sinned in
our thoughts, words, and actions. Forgive us, we pray, for the sake of Jesus Christ.
Enlighten us by the power of Your Holy Spirit, that we may worship You in spirit and in
truth. Amen.

Absolution

P)

God has given you a gift this night, the Gift of His Son, wrapped in swaddling clothes and
lying in a manger. This Gift gave His life on the cross for you. He rose from death to life
that you might have life, and to bring light to this darkened world. As a called and
ordained servant, and at the command and promise of our Lord Jesus Christ, | forgive
you all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *I« Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Service of the Word

Gloria in Excelsis: Glory to God in the Highest! Luke 2:14, John 1:29

Refrain
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peace to his peo-ple on earth!
Refrain
Refrain
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship You, we give You thanks,
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we praise you for your glory.

Refrain

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, You take away the sin
of the world, have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive
our prayer.

Refrain

For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord. You alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, the Father.

Refrain

Amen.

Text and music: James Chepponis, © 1999 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OnelLicense.net #A-705005.



Greeting and Prayer of the Day 2 Timothy 4:22

(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) 0O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we
may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; through the
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Sit
Old Testament Isaiah 9:2—7

For to Us a Child Is Born

2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined.
3You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest,
as they are glad when they divide the spoil.
“For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder,
the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.
>For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult
and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire.
SFor to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
’0f the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm of the Day: Today Is Born Our Savior
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Refrain
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O Sing to the Lord a new song; O sing to the Lord, all you lands.
O sing to the Lord, and bless God's name, and bless God's name.
Refrain
Announce His salvation each day, His glory among all the nations;
among all peoples His wondrous deeds, His wondrous deeds.
Refrain
Let heaven and earth rejoice; let seas and what fills them resound;
let plains be joyful and all therein, the trees exult.
Refrain
Exult in the Lord, who comes, who comes to rule the earth,
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to rule the world with justice, the nations with truth.
Refrain

Text and Music: James Chepponis, © 2004 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: Onelicense.net #A-705005.

Psalm 96:1-3, 11-13



Epistle 1John 4:7-16

God Is Love

’Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born
of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.
%In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the
world, so that we might live through him. 1%n this is love, not that we have loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. !Beloved, if God so
loved us, we also ought to love one another. 2No one has ever seen God; if we love one
another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.

13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.
1“And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.
>Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. **So we
have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever
abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Festival Verse: Christmastime Alleluia

Refrain
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Al - le - lu - ia, Al-le - n - ia!
Refrain
Refrain
Good news and great joy to all the world: today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord!
Refrain

Text and music: James Chepponis, © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OnelLicense.net #A-705005.



Holy Gospel Luke 2:1-20

Sit

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

The Birth of Jesus Christ

!In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. >And all
went to be registered, each to his own town. *And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from
the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he
was of the house and lineage of David, >to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was
with child. 8And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.

The Shepherds and the Angels

8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their
flock by night. °And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were filled with fear. °And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for
behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. *For unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 2And this will be a sign for
you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 3And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

>When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made
known to us.” *And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in
a manger. YAnd when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them
concerning this child. *¥And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.
1¥But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 2°And the shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told
them.

(P} Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Hymn of the Day: 380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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Peace on earth and mer -cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled!”

Late in time be-hold Him come, Off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
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Joy - ful, all ye na-tions, rise, Join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see, Hail the in-car - nate De - i - ty!
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With the an-gel - ic host pro-claim, “Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!”
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Je - sus, our Im-man-u - el!

A Refrain
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born King!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.
Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 180947

Children's Message [1:00/3:00/5:00]

sts. 1-2

Children may come forward as soon as the leader appears in the chancel. If you have a young child that needs

assistance, please accompany your child and join the children in the chancel.

Hymn of the Day: 380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

3. Hail, the heav’'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings, ris’'n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by, born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.

Sermon

st. 3

10



Stand

Nicene Creed

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life "I« of the world to come. Amen.

Sit



Offering

1:00, To All the World, Joy — arr. Joel Raney
3:00/5:00/11:00, Angels We Have Heard on High — arr. Jacob B. Weber

Members and guests, please use this time to fill out an Attendance Card, located in the pew racks.
At the end of the offering, the ushers will collect all Attendance Cards.

To prepare for communion, please see LSB p. 329, "Christian Questions with Their Answers."
Additional communion notes are in the back of this bulletin.

Stand

Service of the Sacrament

Prayer of the Church on Christmas Eve

P

Let us pray for the whole church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to
their needs.

We pray for those throughout the world who yearn for the presence and knowledge of the infant Christ.

We praise You, O God, for having given us the gift of Jesus, and for having called us to
faith by the power of the Holy Spirit. Let Your Spirit work through us and through all
Your people, that the good news of Christ's birth, death, and resurrection may be
proclaimed in every corner of the world. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for all who are in difficult circumstances on this holy night.

God of grace and glory, we remember before You all who are lonely and separated from
family and loved ones this night. Comfort them with the knowledge of Your presence
and love. We remember before you all who are ill or troubled in mind or body. Grant
healing and peace according to Your good and gracious will. We remember before You
all who mourn because they experience earthly separation from loved ones who have
gone before them into eternal life. Grant hope and peace which comes from Your
promise of resurrection of the body and life everlasting for all who trust in Jesus Christ.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

12



We pray for all who prepare to receive the very body and blood of Jesus in the Sacrament.

(P} As You gave Your Son to us as an infant, born of the virgin Mary, and so brought
forgiveness, life, and salvation for all, so we pray that You would strengthen our faith
and life as You give His very body and blood to us this night in Holy Communion. May
we be comforted by Your forgiveness and strengthened to live lives that honor and
glorify You. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P} For these and the needs of Your people, we come to You in prayer through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, who has opened the way for us.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13

(P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

Peace John 20:19
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei: Lamb of God John 1:29
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(0] Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,

Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
[ .
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, 0 Lord, we  pray.
Stand

Distribution Notes

Non-alcoholic wine is available in the center of the individual tray for those who have medical reasons for not

receiving wine. Gluten-free wafers are available at the Baptismal font.

Distribution Hymn: 368 - Angels We Have Heard on High
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2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy-ous strains pro-long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see Him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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And the moun-tains in re-ply, Ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be Which in - spire your heav’n - ly song?
Come, a-dore on bend - ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born King.
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Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt.
Text and tune: French
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Anthem

1:00, Still, Still, Still — arr. Cathy Moklebust
3:00, All Is Well — arr. Lloyd Larson

All is well, all is well. Heaven and earth rejoice!
For tonight darkness fell into the dawn of love’s light.
Sing alle, sing alleluia!

All is well, all is well. Let there be peace on earth.
Sing, for Christ is come, go and tell that He is in the manger.
Sing alle, sing alleluia!

All is well, all is well. Lift up your voice and sing.
Born is now Emmanuel. Born is our Lord and Savior.
Sing alleluia! All is well!

Born is now Emmanuel. Born is our Lord and Savior.
Sing alleluia! Sing alleluia, alleluia!

Text and music: Wayne Kirkpatrick and Michael W. Smith, © 2013 Hope Publishing Company, Onelicense.net #A-705005

5:00, The Rose of Bethlehem — arr. Douglas Wagner

Lo, how a Rose €’er blooming Isaiah ‘twas foretold it,

From a tender stem has sprung! This Rose we have in mind;

Of Jesse’s lineage coming And with Mary we behold it,

As those of old have sung. She the virgin mother kind.

Sent by God whose loving favor rests in Him, Bound by faith good Joseph kept his solemn vow,
Filled with wisdom, pow’r and might, That no harm would come to them,

Shall be born this holy night. On their way to Bethlehem.

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv'n!

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heav'n.

No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive Him, still the dear Christ enters in.

Text: Theodore Baker, Charlotte Lee, and Phillips Brooks
Music: © 2011 Lorenz Publishing Company
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Distribution Hymn: 387 - Joy to the World
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re - ceive her
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav -ior reigns! Let men their songs em -
3 Nomore let sins and sor-rows grow Nor thorns in - fest the
4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the na - tions
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ploy, While fields and floods, rocks,  hills, and
ground; He comes to make His bless - ings
prove  The glo - ries of His righ - teous -

room And heav’n and na - ture sing, And heav’n and na - ture
plains Re - peat the sound-ing joy, Re - peat the sound-ing
flow  Far as the curse is  found, Far as the curse 1is
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sing, And heav’'n, and heav’'n and na - ture sing.
joy, Re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, Far as, far as the curse is found.
love, And won - ders, won - ders of His love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759, adapt.
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Distribution Hymn: 388 - Go Tell It on the Mountain

Refrain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, O-ver the hills and ev - ’ry-where;

Go tell it on the moun - tain That Je - sus  Christ is born!
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing O’er si-lent flocks by night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled When lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone-ly man-ger The hum-ble Christ was born;
#

Refrain

28 o o ﬁ Iy N — f T T 1

Kp—® ] \ \ L— i o ® o i 1
PY) T T 7 y

Be - hold, through - out the heav-ens There shone a ho - ly light.
Rangout the an-gel cho-rus That hailed our Sav - ior’s birth.
And God sent wus sal-va-tion That bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Il (1873-1925), stanzas, alt.

Tune: African American spiritual

Stand
The Dismissal

Post-Communion Prayer on Christmas Eve

(P} Heavenly Father, as Your Son once came to Bethlehem's manger, so here at Your altar
He comes to us again in His body and blood. We thank and praise You for Your gift of
love to us. May the forgiveness You give enable us to live with the joy and peace Christ
brings. We pray in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.
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Closing Hymn: 363 - Silent Night, Holy Night

During the introduction to the hymn, the acolytes and ushers will light the candles of those at the end of the
pew. When lighting the candles, please tip unlit candles toward lighted ones. When the hymn is finished please
extinguish your candle, let the wax dry, and then place it in the bin near the sanctuary exit.
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1 Si - lent nightt ho - ly night! All is calm,
28 - lent mnightt ho - ly night! Shep - herds  quake
3Si - lent nightt ho - ly night! Son of God,
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all is bright Round yon vir - gin moth - er and child.
at the sight; Glo - ries stream from heav -en a - far,
love’s pure light Ra - diantbeams from Thy ho-1ly face
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Ho - ly In - fant, so ten-der and mild, Sleep in heav-en-ly
Heav’n-ly hosts sing, Al - le-1lu - ia! Christ, the Sav -ior, is
With the dawn of re - deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy
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peace, Sleep in heav. - en - ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792-1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820-85
Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787-1863

Postlude

Joy to the World — arr. David Angerman (based on Widor’s famous Toccata)

Communion Statement

The Lord's supper is celebrated at Zion in the confession and glad confidence that our Lord, as He says, gives not
only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sin (Matt. 26:26, 28; 1
Cor. 11:23-24). In joyful obedience to the clear teaching of our Lord Jesus, those are invited to His table who trust
His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us. Because Holy
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt,
or who hold a confession differing from that of the Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod are unable to receive the
Sacrament and are invited to meditate on God's Word in the distribution hymns. Those who have questions or
concerns are invited to speak with one of the pastors.
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The Participants

Preacher:
Liturgist:
Children’s Message:

Organist:
Soloist:
Choir:

Brass:

Acolytes:

Elders:

Ushers:
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Rev. Mark Rouland
Rev. Mike Fieberkorn

Sara Kuhlmann

Jennifer Talley

Vickie Adams

Mark Thoelke

Bethany Coad

Teresa and Daniel Thoelke

Jubilate Ringers (handbells)

Treble Choir

Adult Choir

Trumpets — Paul Davis, Brad Holz
Trombones — Caleb Gunn, Sean Bippen
Timpani — Chris Ranner

Liam Inchiostro, Ashley Kuhlmann
Katie Allen, Ryan Arens

Kaitlyn Magee, Nick Grimes

Noah Scott, Joshua Moore

Mike Roos, Greg Lorenz

Jeff Demien, Joel Farnsworthy, Rich Cohrs
Chris Bates, Dan Runge

Brian Moore, Dan Kuntz

Tim Edinger Team

Jim Koeneman Team

Gerry Krueger Team

Kevin Bergfeld Team
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